COPYCAT"
COLORS

When it l:umes to chunmng
5hades an_t_:l i nishes

for yﬂufrl home,
Mother Hature

knows best.
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ven the most seasoned
.@ design pros have been
- there: standing in front
of the paint-chip wall, debating
subtle tonal shifts of grays, reds
and blues..never quite sure how
the palette will play out until the
“hefore” has become an “after”
There are over 16,000 hues, shodes
and chips available, so how o vou
decide which color is the right one?
Thie inspiration you need is, liters

:,|,||:|.'_ r||:|'|'| pittside vour window. Like

the great landscape painters Van
Gogh and Monet—heck, even Bob
Ress—knew, nature is rarely wrong,
{In face, it's had abour 4.5 killion
vears to get it right.) Since our ¢yes

or combpbinations |

have been trained by the mix of
shades in sunscts, mountiinscapes
and even the blaams in our back-
vard gardens, we tend o find those
Comn |1|r|;|1i-::||1 - p-||._':||:q.|.||;;:_'_ -Ifilli.'}' sSrray
a little, our eves can definitely tell.
Architects and industrial I.EL"\.i_I.'ﬂ'I'
ers call the idea of copyving nature
in the built world by its fancy name,
“biomimicry™—and it applies beyond
buildings and canvases, of course.
Think about how our “aircraft fly
like birds, our submiarines swim
like fish and our dwellings, in many
respects, mimic nests and burrows”
Bay's Carl Minchew, vice president of
color inngvation at Benganin Moo
In fact, the invenitor of Velero cre-

ated his product after studying how
burrs atrached o his dog’s fur

So, when decorating vour bome,
borrow from the best. It might not
guarantes you success, Minchew
T, |!r|;.|! CIMAnY Wil Icd apree l|'| at
there are no ugly colors or combi-
tarinns in nature” so il bz a little
miore difficult to fal, To give ita
shot, we matched up paint to stones,
blooms, grains and more. And you
can do it, too, Now there are apps

that work with yvour phone: Just take

a snapshot of whatever vou love—a
flower, beaf or stone—and it will tell
vour the closest paint color match in
aeconds, helping vou bring a bit of
the outdoars in in fo me,

colors
1 hature

Story by RACHEL DESCHEPPER

Phatographs by DAVID ENGELHARDT
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FLECKS OF FLORALS

It certainly can be deunting to decide on colors at
the brighter end of the spectrum. (Just how intense
is foo intensa?) But you need look no further than
the blooms In your own back yard for a few hints

. If wou're ready for color but want to make swre |t's

" the perfect Hloral pick, try these beautiful shades

P wa perfectly matched to dayliflies. a deep dahlia,
hydrangea and a butterfly bush stem,
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Far rooms where you'd prefer so i) Tra Flay 8 { i _

SRS M LT,

a bit Oregon-coast inspired, emulalp the
mattled rocks that line that plisty Rate's
beaches. Some, like the topg three, are s
little cooler and grayer; others, Like the
battom four, hawe & hint af mossy Green
Milx ond mateh these eopsial cool groys by
painting the walls one shade and ceiling
anather Tar 2 naturally perhect marriage

ild NATURALLY DANMNY SEC .| WINTER 30is
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THE Hﬂ_cal—nn Dean't rf“'w EJE'.in!, st WHEN YOU HAvE

) anuHs _'!!'1 ?ﬂl:ﬁl .'_:r‘:: LJ1|‘J, - LEFTGVERS.“

::'_2- -.'_:"_'i_":_'i' '.'-IEI-I'_' exXaCctly
Meutrals seem like such 3 $nap 10 choose, ; i i
' right? But debating the merits of off-white oy mucn you necd.
" ! i -} e o g bt T 1L
i, loa-little IJE'";'-‘:.IU :""d_ﬂ 'H"I" 'i"l':":-"l::" . Just measure the 1. Dot leave what's
oo N i height and width of Left in the can. il

f | bam | griy # =
cu@s from natural bamboo, cool gray hg spoil—either by gatting
L]

T i -
ralns of sand and just-s-touch-of-yvellaw i i ir wWalls. miinus 4
: i+ ol 55 | ¥ ur 115, Minu maldy. smelly. ehunky
} hemp rope. Your neutral palette will have i -‘l-l‘::-..' re and windows.'to ar ¢ried out—mare
. C JEE Al WITo = ] C i O —
naturally gorgeous appeal ; 7 o y L!,l--rh b wa
_calculate the number GANCHY. L Wiy
3 e " Frsbrad, use & furnel
af ‘I-j-_nHm".n and fuarks 10 pour the remaining
= g " %
o i bm Burchade, paint into clean plasts
i
L R 3 - water bottles, and

then tighten the Lids,
When you're ready for a
touch-up, toss in g few
glass marbiles, give it

a shake to mix up the
paint and use what

§OU Need

2.1 you've got just the
dregs af & mumber of
colors, combine them
o make homamadsa
chalkbodrd pairi
Paur all your leftover
Lates paint eolors
together; the mixture
will resull o8 gark,
ackboard-type hue
Far every cup of paint,
ads two tablespoons
of unsanded e grout
St unitil no lumps
ramain. Paint your
desired surface. [Tha
grovit makes it harden
faster, so work guickly
Once your pasnt 15 Tully
dry. prime the surface
by rubbsng & piece of
chalk alpng the entire
Length and width, Rub
it ot with a wery damp
fowel or sponge

3. Done with the color
entirely? Yau can foss

_\ i .. - : latex paint cans, but
! L t::' E:} E|:--::' i .':-"_, !: I‘f"'-'-‘-‘j 1,.;11r - e Ligud Inside has
. : ' : to be driad out first
LOOK FOR . Ta do this, mix in an
TERO-YOC PAINTS. equal part of plain
L That odor you smell from fresh clay kitty litter. Let
i i paint? That's called a volatile organic the paint absorb fully
gompound, or 8 YOC. When paints Once it's totally dry.
haye high'levels 4 VOCs, that means b@ss it in your regudar
] large amounts of ghemicals dissipate trash. (Remerniber, this
I [ . from the paint and into your indoar is. anly for water= or
« Bk at home. Whaen shopping for paint, latex-Dased paint. I
=) foeget cans marked “low YOC" and you hawe oil-based,
: . chooks "rera-VOC! instead, It means you need to dispose of
: e expetly what It says: 0% volatile organic it at a local hazardous
1 compounds are in that can. waste center.)
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FROM THE SEA

Thie battles from which these
shards of beach glass are
derived might not be directly
sorn frpem Mother Nature,

bt what she did to tham
certainly is. Thanks (o years
of salt and sun, thesr sharp
edges and finishes aré muled
and roeghed-up, resulting @ a
pretty ethereal palette

GORGEOUS GLASS

With color names like Tulip, Beet
Cefery and Habanera (which we
paired with complementing leman,
sirmwberries, grapes and nectaring,
below]. these hpndmade glass tles
fram Aramas, Califernia-bases
Fireclay Tile are ereated with

the sarth in mind—and their bass
materials are 100-percent post-
consumer recycled glass from old
windows and solar panels, toa, All
%0 of Fireclay's glass tile options are
avaitable in gloss and matte fnishes
and in 13 shapes. Plus, you can ander
up to five free samples and reguest
gratis dessgn assistance from the
company’s *Oream Team,” 5o you're
Lure 1o find the right it lor youwr next
Backsplash ar bathraom mashic. Fram
S50 per sguare laat, firecioytile com
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